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WHAT THEY ARE SAYING ABOUT

THE PLEASURE OF SIN

 

Author Shauna Hart delivers on this one in a novel that is powerful and intriguing. I was particularly impressed with Ms. Hart's ability to conceal clues under layers of escalating suspense, dangling just enough information to provide constant cliffhangers which enticed me to breathlessly turn page after page with heart in mouth and libido fired up. Readers will thrill to Ms. Hart's revelations of the secret sensual club where members practice in erotic abandon, where voyeurism and anonymous sexuality rule. Mystery vies with sensuality, riveting this reader's attention.

 

THE PLEASURE OF SIN is an exciting novel that will captivate readers from first sentence to last. I could not put it aside. Intriguing characters, constantly escalating suspense, lyrical prose, and undercurrents of exotic sensuality make this a don't miss read. Run, do not walk, to your nearest outlet and buy THE PLEASURE OF SIN.

 

 

Recommended Read

~Dark Angel Reviews~

 

 

The novel is highly erotic and succeeds well as a mystery. The author gives just enough hints to foreshadow her solution. The New Orleans sex scene was interesting and believable. Shauna Hart does a great job exploring some of our steamier inner de-sires.

 

 

4 out of 5 hearts

~The Romance Studio~

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedication

 

To my husband

I knew if I waited long enough, my soul mate would appear. That dream came true when I met you.

You never let me give up on my dreams.

Thank you for believing in me,

even when I didn’t believe in myself.

 

And to my mom

Thank you for always telling me that I could do anything. You continue to be an inspiration to me.

You’ve always been there for me

through good times and bad, and I love you.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 1

 

New Orleans, Louisiana

 

He threw her roughly across the bed, his body quickly covering hers. Grabbing her wrists, he thrust them high above her head. He ripped the belt from her robe and used it to tie her hands to the headboard. A hint of a smile curved the corners of her mouth. The blindfold she wore blocked out his answering grin. He tore open her robe, exposing her body to the cool air from the overhead fan.

She gasped.

Spreading her legs wide with his knees, he bared her silky, wet folds to his view. He drove into her, his hands returning to circle her neck. A startled choking sound escaped as she bucked beneath him. As he tightened his grip, she winced in pain. She struggled against the tight bonds on her arms, her gagging sounds echoing in the small room. He continued to pound into her even as her mouth opened in a scream of panic.

She jerked in a crude attempt to throw him off, but he held her even tighter. Her body jolted in terror, but he continued, never missing a beat. His tongue slid across the side of her face, one hand coming up to pinch her nipple. She strained against him as a frantic plea left her lips. He let out a hoarse cry of satisfaction as her body went limp.

* * * *

Orlando, Florida

 

Jade Monroe led the young couple through the house, stopping only to highlight a few key features. “As you can see, it’s a real find. Wood floors, high ceilings—you couldn’t ask for a better deal.”

They exchanged eager glances, their eyes brimming with possibility. “What are they asking, again?”

“Two twenty-five and I have to be honest, that is a generous offer. This house could go for two seventy-five easy,” she explained as she walked over to the door.

“Well, what do you think?” he asked, turning to his wife.

Jade watched them in quiet anticipation. She knew that look. It was the look of a sale. She envied them, envied the open field of choices they had. Her cell phone began to vibrate in her purse, causing her to move closer to the door.

“Why don’t you two think about it for a minute? I’ll be right outside,” she suggested, pulling the door open and taking a seat on the front steps.

She grabbed her cell phone from the side pocket on her purse. “Jade Monroe.”

“Jade,” her mother whimpered.

“Momma? What is it?”

“Your sister…your sister…” she trailed off on a sob.

Panic raced up her spine at the desperation in her mother’s voice. “Momma, slow down. What’s wrong with Ruby?” she demanded.

Muffled sounds filled the line before she heard her mother’s tearful reply. “Ruby is dead. The police called this morning!”

Jade’s heart seemed to stop. She reached for the railing on the front steps, clinging to it as if it could provide some support against the pain. Dead? An image of Ruby when she was younger drifted into Jade’s mind. Ruby was too full of life.

She couldn’t be dead.

She just couldn’t be.

“How?” was all she could manage.

“They said she was murdered. I just can’t believe it. My beautiful little Ruby.” Her mother’s cries echoed her own internal ones.

She would never see Ruby again, never laugh with her. The thought robbed the air from her lungs. Tears began to slide down her cheeks. It didn’t seem real. But it was.

“I won’t rest until I find out what happened to you, Ruby,” she vowed softly.

* * * *

New Orleans, Louisiana

Two Weeks Later

 

Jade entered the lobby of the New Orleans Police Department determined to get answers. Despite her many calls, the police had provided only a few minute details. The vague information she had gathered on the phone had barely supplied an accurate cause of death. Her sister had been strangled, and then shot.

After she’d waited for a few minutes, a detective finally came out to greet her.

“Ms. Monroe, I’m Detective Ambrose,” he said, reaching to shake her hand.

She couldn’t help but notice that she was a bit taller than him. His brown jacket hung open loosely, his white shirt barely containing his bulging stomach.

“It’s nice to meet you, Detective.”

“Why don’t we go into my office?” he invited.

His hair was combed over in the front, but as he turned to lead her through the hall, she noticed the large bald spot it was covering. Sunlight poured into the small office. She took a seat in front of his desk, her gaze inevitably drawn to the crime scene photos that peaked out of the files on top of it. He quickly gathered them together, placing them on the bureau to his right as he took a seat in front of her.

“Now, how can I help you, Ms. Monroe?”

Jade leaned forward in her chair. “I wanted to know what progress you’ve made on my sister’s case.”

“Well, unfortunately, not much. Your sister is one of seven people murdered that weekend. We are gathering information, but I’m afraid we are not much further along. The autopsy provided a few clues, though,” he said, reaching for the file. “Apparently, on the night of your sister’s murder, she had intercourse.”

Jade blanched.

His lips formed a grim line. “Are you sure you want to hear this, Ms. Monroe?”

She lifted her chin a notch. “Yes. I want to know what happened to my sister.”

“Well, when we found her, her arms were tied to the bed,” he explained with a grimace.

“So, she was raped?” The word fell out of her mouth like a curse.

He took a deep breath, refusing to meet her intent stare. “Well, we don’t believe that it was rape,” he admitted.

“What are you talking about?”

“Well, due to the other items we found in her house, it appears that your sister was involved in bondage,” he elaborated.

Bondage
?

It wasn’t like she was naïve enough to be ignorant to the fact that some people got off on some pretty strange stuff, but she had no idea that her sister was a part of it.

At her silence, he continued. “Anyway, considering the fact that there was no forced entry, we think that your sister knew her killer. Unfortunately, the lab was unable to collect any semen samples, which probably means he used a condom. Do you know if your sister was seeing someone?”

“She never said anything,” she replied softly.

“Were you aware that she was pregnant?”

“What?” Jade gripped the arm of the chair tightly.

Pregnant? Ruby?

It didn’t seem possible.

Detective Ambrose nodded. “The lab confirmed that your sister was five weeks along.” At Jade’s look of surprise, he gave her a somber smile. “I take it your sister didn’t share a lot with you.”

She stared at the top of his desk, her head reeling. Why hadn’t Ruby told her? Ruby had always gone her own way, but…pregnant? Jade tried desperately to maintain focus. “Do you have any suspects?” she managed.

He shifted uneasily in his chair. “We’ve questioned several people,” he returned evenly.

“Who?”

“I’m afraid I’m not at liberty to discuss that, ma’am.”

“But I’m her sister!”

“I’m sorry, Ms. Monroe. I can’t divulge certain facts about the case to you, even if you are family. I promise that I will keep you updated as new developments occur. Are you in town for long?”

Jade straightened in the chair. “I’m staying in town until I find out who killed my sister,” she informed him sincerely.

Detective Ambrose bristled. “Ms. Monroe, I wouldn’t recommend that you get involved. You could jeopardize our case.”

“It doesn’t even sound like you have a case, Detective,” she reminded him, her anger boiling to the surface.

He took a deep breath. “Like I said, it’s best if you leave the investigating to us. I promise that we are doing everything we can to solve this case.”
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