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The walk down to 60 passed swiftly because Leah busied her mind by going through the events of the past several days in her head, and at some point she began to feel like she was starting to make sense of it all.  She didn’t have it completely worked out yet, but she was… just.. just… on the verge of some breakthrough.

Whenever she would pass someone on the stairs, she’d look down and away, maybe peering over the railing towards the down-deep because she didn’t want anyone to recognize her or stop her to ask her questions.  From here, you could see all the way down to 99, which was the unofficial start of the down-deep.

She didn’t know what time it was.  Time was always a mystery in the silo unless you were the kind of person who paid attention to such things.  Leah wasn’t that kind of person.  She figured it was late, but didn’t know how late.

When she reached the landing on 60, she loitered for a moment, checking out the situation, seeing if she’d been followed, looking for inquiring eyes and to see if anyone was paying special attention to her.  No one was, so she
sprinted down the hallway that led to Alexander’s old apartment.

I don’t even know if someone is living here now!
  The thought was screaming in her head as she stuck the key in the lock, and she closed her eyes before she made the willful decision to try and turn the key.  A gentle twist of the wrist and the key turned smoothly in the cylinder, and she heard the locking mechanism tick as the pins all cleared their obstructions, and the door responded to the pressure she applied to it by swinging open slowly to reveal a room not unlike Ivan’s living room.  This room was also sparsely furnished, but there was a large desk pushed against one wall, and a heating vent, which was partway up the same wall, was opened.  The louvered grill that had once covered the heating vent was lying on the desk.  A rope was hanging from the heater vent—one end of it down inside the ducting and the other was tied to the leg of the desk.  No human had escaped down the heating vent.  The desk was heavy, but not heavy enough to hold the weight of a person. 
Something else then.

Leah closed the door and made a quick perusal of the living area.  The small kitchen looked as if it were used often, and there were a few dirty cups and spoons in the sink.  The tiny bedroom had been turned into another work area, and there was a desk and couple of metal shelves in that room, but nothing else of note for her to investigate.  Apparently, someone or some group had commandeered the apartment and was using it as a work space.

She’d just started to examine the rope when it went taut.  Stepping back a few steps, she could tell from the tension on the rope that something was now hanging on the other end.  There were a few sharp metallic raps coming from the vent, then there was silence, and the rope hung still and stiff.  For a few moments she just stared at it, uncertain what she should do.

After a minute or so had passed, she decided she’d check the rope, and when she pulled on it, she noted the resistance and that whatever was tied on the other end wasn’t too heavy, so she pulled the rope up slowly, trying her best not to make too much noise as she did.

When the object at the end of the rope cleared the mouth of the heating vent, she saw that there were several books tied to the rope.  Homemade books.  Books made with black-market paper.  She untied the bundle and carefully placed the books on the desk.

The top book caught her attention.  The title was written in large print…
Lex Rex
, and the author was someone named Samuel Rutherford.  She had no idea who Samuel Rutherford was, but whoever had published this book had cared a great deal about the content, because the book was completely copied out in charcoal.

The second book looked like a book of poetry.  The third and final book was the one that really shook her.

 

On Literary Freedom
, by Alexander Sonjean

 

…
her
Alexander!

The book was thick and, like the other books, it had been
built by hand.  Someone had bound the book by first sewing it with heavy yarn.  Then the spine had been dipped in a hard material, like glue or a very stiff wax.  She flipped through the pages and she did not recognize the hand, but she recognized the spirit behind the words.  Her heart jumped and she almost squealed with delight at the very thought that someone, somewhere, cared enough about Alexander’s words to put them into a book.

Leah had almost convinced herself to sit down and read the book right then, but her elation melted away when she saw, from the corner of her eye, the knob of the front door
slowly twist, and then the door itself push open.  Standing in the doorway was Joseph Kind, the man she was certain had ratted the paper guild out to the authorities.

When he first entered the room, he had a smile of complete confidence on his face.  Leah mel
ted as she stepped backwards, half-stumbling until she was sitting on the love seat.  She still gripped Alexander’s book in her hands.

“Ahh, Leah,” Jos
eph said, “you finally made it.  I was wondering if you were every going to show up here.”  He indicated to the book in her hand.  “That’s a great book.  You should read it.”

He pushed the door closed behind him, and as he did, Leah felt her stomach turn and the fight-or-flight response began to take hold of her.  She blinked her eyes and looked around the room.  The door behind Joseph was the only way out.

Joseph nodded his head at her, as if he were reading her mind.  “You probably think that I squealed on you to the silo.  I didn’t.  That was your mother.  We’re on the same team.  Anyway, welcome to Samizdat!”


Keep reading this story! 
Get Book Two of the Silo Archipelago Series now.


 


 

Reader,

 

Thank you so much for allowing me to share this story with you.  Thanks again to Hugh Howey for allowing, and encouraging, other writers to publish books set in the Wool universe.

I hope you have enjoyed the kickoff to Leah’s story.  If you have, there are a few things you can do to help me out.  Please take the time (it only takes a few minutes) to go to Amazon.com (or wherever you bought this story) and leave a short review.  It really does help, and I’d appreciate it very much.  Also, if you enjoyed the story, and you know others who have read and liked the WOOL series, please let them know that this Silo series exists!

If you want to keep up with me and know when the next Silo Archipelago story is available, please LIKE my Facebook page at:

 

www.facebook.com/MichaelBunker

 

You can also follow me on Twitter: @mbunker

 

Thanks again!

 

Michael Bunker

May 2013


Acclaim and Raves for

Michael Bunker’s
WICK Series

 

“…
The writing is excellent. We need more Indie writers like this
… Michael's writing changed my perception of this life quite a bit. I hope it does the same for you.”

 

“
…The characters are richly constructed ….
The prose is easy to read and the story develops smoothly. I can't wait to find out what happens but I don't want the story to end!”

 

“
…combines the best of Sinclair Lewis and James Howard Kunstler in a truly great read
that will both engage you and challenge you to think- and choose wisely.”

 

“
….Mr. Bunker has managed to write a carefully crafted and extremely, disturbingly believable piece of fiction
about the modern human condition.”

 

“
Exciting, riveting and compelling story...
Highly recommended reading…”

 

“…Good read - page turner – can’t wait for more!!
Captivating - a storyline that flows.  Character build up - exquisite! Very well done!!”

 

“ …So glad I took the plunge and got hooked on this thrilling series!
Characters that are personable. Settings in vivid detail. Couldn't wait to move on to the second book!”

 

“…I was kept guessing at every turn of this book.
I love how this story becomes rich and alive in my mind without being tedious or over-written. He tells you just enough to keep you engaged, but doesn't overwhelm with detail.”

 

“…It had me fully engaged from page one.”

“…Great fiction with a lot of realistic probabilities
. Not your typical end of the world doomsday thriller.”

 

“…The book definitely leaves you thinking...
and the ending makes you want to start the next book right away. If you plan on reading this book...beware; you won't get anything else done but reading!!! Enjoy!”

 

“I love Michael's way of writing
and the subjects he writes about….”

 

“… packed with great characters,
suspense, philosophy, and thought-provoking ideas.”

 

“…will have you reading non-stop
into the wee hours of the night and will leave you gasping for air.”

 

“Ok, this book has me on the hook…
I very rarely read fiction but this outing by Michael Bunker has been terrific. … Buy it for yourself and your friends.”

 

“This was the most intriguing book I have ever read.
It started out to be a journey and ended up with nail biting, edge of your seat conclusion. …What a rush this was.”

 

“ … The writing is gorgeous, tactile, vivid,
with a plot yarn that unfolds a landscape beautiful and terrifying.”

 

“I was engaged in the story from the start
- something I've missed from many other authors from this genre recently. Nice to see some real literary talent and wit in this genre.”

 

“…All I can say is read it. You won't be disappointed.
Michael Bunker writes so well. …”

 

“A compelling story that is beautifully written.
Each sentence simply melts into the next. Michael Bunker has a gift for awakening the imagination. …”

 

“You can't go wrong when you have fiction with excitement for the brain AND heart
. Combine that with the lurking knowledge that many elements of this story could be off the fiction backburner and onto full heat reality very soon, and, well, it all adds up to one I could not put down.”

 

“Characters that engage you and that you'll care about...
Check. Believable dialog ... Check. Story that will have you guessing ... Check. Romance... Check. Agents... Check. Double-agents … Check. Triple-agents ... Check. Great stuff ... thank you, Mr. Bunker.”

 

“I found it to be a captivating use of the English language
. Packed with well written, thought provoking mental imagery.”

 

“…I could hardly put it down.
Read in two sittings. Like eating a beautifully prepared, delicious meal when you are really hungry, eating so fast, scraping every speck and morsel from the plate…”

 

“This series is shaping up to be a blockbuster.
It is exciting and well written. You won't be disappointed. Can't wait for the next installment.”

 

“ … Michael Bunker draws you in with his beautiful imagery and storytelling.
I have a feeling I'll be following this author for some time!”

 

“The twists and turns keep coming.
This is an excellent read. And the kindle version is so inexpensive that you would be foolish not to read it.”

 

“…Michael Bunker weaves a wonderful story,
building the characters and plot along the way in a way that will make you stop and think. This book will leave you breathlessly wanting more. … what are you waiting for? Get reading.”

 

“ … Entertaining and thought-provoking.
Can't wait to get my hard copy because you never know if the power will go out.”

 

“…I literally read it in one sitting because I could NOT PUT IT DOWN.
I wish I could give it more than 5 stars. I simply cannot WAIT for the next volume in the series. Each one gets better - but if they can top this I may never sleep again. It is that good - honestly.
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