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FOREVER BOOK DESCRIPTION

Rebecca Andrews knew she was lucky to be hired as a private nurse for an elderly lady who was going on a one-month trip aboard a luxury cruise ship. But there was one big problem. The client was the grandmother of her ex-boyfriend—the guy she was still in love with, the guy who didn't love her back.

Zach Carmichael couldn't say no to his grandmother's plea to join her on a month-long cruise for her eightieth birthday. But he didn't expect his spritely gran to bring two private nurses with her. One of them happened to be the woman who had broken his heart—the one he believed lied to him about her feelings.

Aboard a luxury liner, their passion for each other flared again. Was it just a temporary flame brought about by the romance of being on a cruise? How could they give love another chance when they were both afraid to put their hearts back on the line?
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CHAPTER ONE
E
xtremely lucky. How else could Rebecca Andrews describe what she should be feeling for the new work offer she'd recently received? But somehow, she couldn't muster the same excitement that radiated from her friend and colleague Sarah Daley.

"I understand why you're not ecstatic about this, Bec, but I still think you should grab it with both hands," Sarah said, her wide eyes magnifying the intensity of her belief.

Rebecca thanked the server, who placed two mango smoothies on their table, before responding to Sarah. "I know. But the client is
Magda Carmichael
."

"Yes. I know that's a big deal for you. But you love Magda, don't you? She's asked for us. She doesn't want anyone else to go with her."

Sarah, one of Rebecca's four best friends whom she'd known since primary school, had been ready to pack her bags from the moment they got the call from their nursing agency. They had both been personally selected by Magda Carmichael—a very wealthy and absolutely sweet lady—to be her private nurses during her month-long holiday aboard one of the most luxurious cruise ships in the world.

"You have to go with me, Bec," Sarah pleaded. "We've both never been on a cruise before, and we'll get to visit some exotic Asian cities. It'll be fun!"

"Fun?" Rebecca said with a laugh. "We're not being hired to have fun. We're being hired to work, remember?"

"I know. But we won't be working twenty-four/seven. That's why they want the two of us there, so we could work on shifts looking after Magda. We'll still have some private time to enjoy what promises to be an incredible trip."

"I do wonder why she needs two nurses with her?" Rebecca mused. "She'd fully recovered from her hip replacement surgery, and according to the agency, she's not currently suffering from any illness or injury."

"She's almost eighty, Bec. Magda and her family probably prefer to have two professionals with her on the cruise in case something happens. Besides, she could very well afford to pay for our salary
and
our trip."

Yes, the Carmichaels could certainly afford those and much more. Magda Carmichael's late husband was a self-made multi-millionaire who'd founded The Carmichael Corporation, one of the biggest property development companies in Australia. Now Magda's three grandsons looked after the various interests of the company, which extended to wineries and eco-tourism.

"I wonder who else would be accompanying her apart from nursing staff?" Rebecca asked. "I'm sure she wouldn't be going on a holiday like that by herself."

"You mean you want to know if Zach will be going," Sarah said softly. "You said you're over him."

"I am. But that doesn't mean I want to bump into him again," she responded, ignoring the pinching in her chest that still happened every time she thought of Zachary Carmichael, Magda's oldest grandson.

"It's none of our business and it would be rude to ask. Besides, I can't imagine Zach accompanying his grandmother on a cruise for a month even if he's very fond of her." Sarah leaned across the table with a serious look. "Bec, you know it's time you let go of whatever feelings you still feel for Zach—even the bitterness and regret. And do you really want to say no to Magda?"

Rebecca sighed. Magda Carmichael was the nicest, kindest, most generous client she'd ever worked with. When she and Sarah were hired as Magda's physical rehabilitation nurses while Magda recovered from her hip replacement surgery after an accidental slip in her bathroom, Magda had treated them like family, not paid personnel. She'd often wondered if the fact that Magda didn't have granddaughters was the reason she'd grown attached to her and Sarah. At twenty-eight, both she and Sarah were close to the ages of Magda's three grandsons. Zach was the oldest at thirty-two. His younger brothers Jeffrey and Gregory were thirty and twenty-nine.

"You know I can't say no to Magda," she admitted.

"Yay! You have to tell the agency you're accepting the job, then you have to advise Magda's personal assistant that you're going so she can arrange your travel documents," Sarah said excitedly. "I've already emailed her my details that she's asked for."

"Okay. I'll email her when I get home."

"Make sure you do it as soon as you walk through your door. The ship leaves in ten days. I'm sure she'd need time to organise everything."

"Don't worry, I will," she said with a laugh.

"Hey, girls!"

Rebecca and Sarah greeted their three other best friends Brenna Ward, Amanda Payne and Gemma Aldwin with a kiss on their cheeks.

"You look super excited, Sarah. What's up?" Brenna asked.

Sarah gleefully told the newcomers their news.

"Oh my God!" Gemma exclaimed. "I really, really should go back into private nursing. What the hell was I thinking giving it up?"

"You know teaching piano is your main love," Rebecca quipped. "Anyway, if I change my mind about taking it on, you're welcome to take my place."

"Why would you change your mind?" Amanda asked.

"Did I tell you the client is Magda Carmichael?" Sarah interjected.

"Ohh," the other ladies said in unison, their mouths forming a perfect 'O'.

"I see why you're not that keen on this, Bec," Gemma said softly.

Rebecca put on a nonchalant expression. "Well, I very much doubt Zach will be on the cruise. But even if I see him again, so what? It's been seven months since we broke up. Besides, it didn't take him long to replace me with Miss Universe-Australia."

Her eyes stung. Damn it. She should be over the whole thing by now. Why was she so slow in moving on?

"Hey," Brenna said softly, running a comforting hand on her arm. "He's not worth one salty tear, remember?"

She nodded, trying to regain composure. It was hard to stay unaffected when talking about Zach—the only man she'd ever loved. They'd had an incredible four-month relationship that had started not long after she and Sarah were hired to help Magda recover from her surgery.

It was a passionate affair that they'd kept under wraps. The Carmichaels were a favourite subject for gossip magazines and paparazzi, and privacy had become something the family guarded with jealousy. Plus, while there were no written rules about dating relatives of clients, Rebecca's nursing agency would have frowned if they found out she was dating a Carmichael. She loved her job and didn't want to jeopardise it.

Unwanted memories of the moment when she'd told Zach she loved him filled her mind. Yes, it was more than silly of her to expect an 'I love you' back from him, but when he hadn't said it, she'd been so shattered.

She did try to contain her disappointment from his lack of response, understanding that saying 'I love you' wasn't something someone like Zach would say willy-nilly. But she'd gotten scared. According to some of the articles about him, he had a habit of changing girlfriends every six months or so. Somehow, she'd managed to convince herself that Zach was preparing to dump her.

Her friends had suggested that she had a fear of abandonment that stemmed from her childhood experiences with her parents. That was probably true. But knowing that didn't stop her from acting out of fear. She'd decided to break up with Zach before he could do it to her.

Zach had tried to make her change her mind and had said he just needed more time to figure out his feelings. But all his words had done was prove to her that Zach had only enjoyed her as a sexual partner. He didn't
love
her, and it was simply too painful and scary for her to stay with him with that belief.

She frowned at the pain emanating from her chest. Crazy how she still hurt after all the time that had passed. But lingering regret about her actions kept her tethered to thoughts of what might have been.

"Are you okay, Bec?" Sarah asked worriedly.

"Yeah," she lied.

Brenna shook her head. "We know that look on your face. It's called remorse. How many times do we have to tell you that you did the right thing?"

"Breaking up with the man I was dating because he wasn't ready to say 'I love you' back to me?" Rebecca said wryly. "Yeah, great move. I should have been more patient."

"But what you did was totally understandable."

"What if all I had to do was wait a little bit longer? He wouldn't have asked me to go on a business trip with him if he hadn't cared about me, would he?"

"Haven't we had this conversation many times before?" Sarah asked with an eye roll. "Have you forgotten that just one week after you've told him it was over, he'd started dating Miss Universe-Australia?"

Rebecca sniffed as she recalled the magazine article that claimed Miss Universe-Australia was dating one of Sydney's most eligible bachelors—Zachary Carmichael. There were even photos of them in a restaurant, and another while they were coming out of a theatre, with the woman's hand tightly holding on to Zach's arm.

No, it hadn't taken him long to replace her.

"You girls are right. I should stop beating myself up for what I did. For all I know, it saved me from a worse heartbreak that would be harder to recover from."

Thank God that apart from her best friends, no one else knew about her past relationship with Zach. She doubted Zach would have told anyone. She was just a fun diversion to him—as his actions had proven.

She was especially grateful that Magda had no idea about it. She was sure Magda wouldn't have asked for her services if she'd found out.

"Zach's moved on, Bec. Seriously, it's time you did too," Brenna said gently.

"Yes," she said with conviction. To show her friends she meant it, she picked up her phone and called the nursing agency to let them know she was available to work for Magda Carmichael.

*

"Y
ou girls have to pack some cocktail dresses," Gemma said. "Let's go shopping tomorrow. At least the three of us who'd be left here on land can share some of the excitement with you before we wallow in jealousy."

"Great idea," Sarah said.

"You'll want new swimsuits as well," Amanda said. "Get a couple of really sexy ones. You never know who you might meet in those places."

"Hey, we're there to work!" Rebecca exclaimed with a laugh.

"Doesn't hurt to be prepared. You'll kick yourself if you bump into a hunk there and you don't have anything sexy with you. And remember our group New Year's resolution?"

"Yes," Rebecca answered with an eye roll.
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