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“Though truth for a time rest and be put to silence,

yet it rotteth not, nor shall it perish.”

—
Richard, Duke of York, father of King Richard III, circa 1455

 

“It is by suffering that God has most nearly approached to man.

It is by suffering that man draws most near to God.”

—
Inscription at Stanford University Memorial Church
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Background

In 1399, the childless King Richard II was deposed and murdered by Henry of Bolingbroke who became Henry IV and gave birth to the Lancastrian dynasty. For three generations the House of Lancaster ruled England: Henry IV, efficiently; Henry V, gloriously; and Henry VI, disastrously. Weary of injustice, men turned for relief to the blood heir of Richard II: Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York. Thus began the Wars of the Roses, the dynastic conflict between the Houses of York and Lancaster for the Crown of England, which brought to the throne the Yorkist kings Edward IV and Richard III.
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Principal Characters

In a tumultuous era marked by peril and intrigue, reversals of fortune and violent death, the passions of a few rule the destiny of England and change the course of history…

Richard
: Distinguished by loyalty to his brother the King, and a tender love for his childhood sweetheart, Anne, he has known exile, loss, tragedy and betrayal. But his loyalty is first challenged by war, then by the ambitions of a scheming queen. Time and again he must choose between those he loves, until Destiny makes the final decision for him.

Edward
: A golden warrior-king, reckless, wanton, he can have any woman he wants, but he wants the only one he can’t have. When he marries her secretly and makes her his queen, he dooms himself and all whom he loves. (Deceased as story opens.)

Bess
: Edward’s detested and ambitious queen. Gilt-haired, cunning and vindictive, she has a heart as dark as her face is fair.

George
: Richard’s brother. Handsome, charming and consumed with hatred and greed, he will do anything it takes to get everything he wants. (Deceased as story opens.)

Warwick
the Kingmaker: Richard’s famed cousin, maker and destroyer of kings. More powerful and richer than King Edward himself, he attracts the jealousy of the queen and seals his fate. (Deceased as story opens.)

John
: The Kingmaker’s brother. Valiant and honourable, he is Richard’s beloved kinsman and Edward’s truest subject, but when the queen whispers in the king’s ear, he is forced to confront what no man should have to face… (Deceased as story opens.)

Anne
: The Kingmaker’s beautiful daughter. She is Richard’s only love, his light, his life…
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Historical Characters

HOUSE OF YORK

Richard Plantagenet
, Duke of York (Deceased as story opens)

Cicely Neville
, Duchess of York, his wife

King Edward IV
, their eldest son (Deceased as story opens)

Elizabeth Woodville
(Bess), Edward’s queen

Elizabeth
, eldest daughter of King Edward and Bess Woodville

Edward
, elder son of King Edward and Bess Woodville

Richard
, their younger son

Thomas Grey
, Marquess of Dorset, Bess’s elder son by her first marriage to Sir John Grey

Richard Grey
, Bess’s younger son by her first marriage to Sir John Grey

King Richard III
, formerly Duke of Gloucester, youngest son of Richard, Duke of York

George
, Duke of Clarence, Richard’s older brother (Deceased as story opens)

Margaret
, Duchess of Burgundy, Richard’s youngest sister

Ann
, (Nan), Richard’s eldest sister, married to Sir Thomas St. Leger

Elizabeth
, Duchess of Suffolk, Richard’s elder sister

John de la Pole
, (Jack), Earl of Lincoln, her eldest son, Richard’s nephew, later his heir to the throne

Richard Neville
, Earl of Warwick nicknamed “Kingmaker”, Richard’s father-in-law. (Deceased as story opens)

Anne Beauchamp
, Countess of Warwick, his wife and Richard’s mother-in-law.

Anne Nevill
e, Warwick’s daughter and Richard’s queen

Edward
(Ned), Anne and Richard’s only child

Isabelle Neville
(Bella), Anne’s older sister and wife to Richard’s brother George (deceased)

Edward
, Earl of Warwick, Bella and George’s son

Margaret
(Maggie), Bella and George’s daughter

Katherine
, Richard’s illegitimate daughter

John of Gloucester
(Johnnie), Richard’s illegitimate son.

 

HOUSE OF LANCASTER

Henry Stafford
, Duke of Buckingham

Henry Tudor
, Earl of Richmond, later Henry VII

Lady Margaret Beaufort
, mother of Henry Tudor and wife of Lord Thomas Stanley
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Introduction

Much has been written about Richard III, and many readers are familiar with Shakespeare’s portrayal of him as England’s most reviled and villainous monarch. What is not as widely known is that Richard III gave us a body of laws that forms the foundation of modern Western society. His legacy includes bail, the presumption of innocence, the protections in the jury system against bribery and tainted verdicts, and “Blind Justice”—the concept that all men should be seen as equal in the eyes of the law. He was the first king to proclaim his laws in English, so the poor could know their rights, and the first to raise a Jew to England’s knighthood.

Such ideas were revolutionary in the fifteenth century. They alienated many in the nobility and the Church and played no small part in Richard’s ultimate fate. Two hundred years later, when it was safe to do so, men questioned the traditional view of Richard bequeathed to them by the Tudors and found themselves unable to reconcile the justician with the villain, the man with the myth. In the early twentieth century, such men came together to form the Richard III Society.

Two of Richard’s most well known contemporary critics, Alison Weir and Desmond Seward, subscribe to Shakespeare’s depiction of him as a hunchbacked serial killer. In his book
Royal Blood: Richard III and the Mystery of the Princes
, Bertram Fields, a prominent U.S. attorney and author, examines the school of thought represented by Weir and exposes the inconsistencies and deficiencies of the traditional view.

Richard III caught my imagination when I first saw his portrait in the National Gallery in London. Then I read Josephine Tey’s
The Daughter of Time
. This compelling mystery inspired me to consume whatever I could find on Richard and to make several research trips to England in search of the true Richard. It was in Paul Murray Kendall’s
Richard The Third
that I finally found him. Kendall, a Shakespearean scholar and professor of English Literature, provides a most convincing and illuminating portrayal of Richard and his times, and it is his interpretation of events that is reflected in this book.

While Shakespeare was a great dramatist, he never claimed to be a historian. In an age of torture and beheadings, he wrote to please the Tudors. The authority Shakespeare drew on was Sir Thomas More’s History of King Richard III, a derisive account of the last Plantagenet king, which More never finished. One of history’s enduring mysteries is why More broke off in mid-sentence and mid-dialogue to hide his manuscript. Fifteen years after his death, it was found by his nephew, translated from the Latin, and published. Had Sir Thomas More discovered the dangerous truth that the true villain was not Richard III, but the first of the Tudors, Henry VII?
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