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Well, we’ve had a tremendous third quarter, sir.

The investors will be pleased.

The investors are
ecstatic
.

For now. But we both know the fickle nature of this beast all too well.

It’s insatiable.

To that end, where are we on the Gwanji Project?

Yes, I was getting to that, sir.

And?

The engineers are working out some glitches—

Glitches
?

Electromagnetic interference.

I imagine it’s nothing I’d want to go around with my pacemaker.

Heh-heh, probably not, sir. But they assure me its nothing to worry about.

Well, good. What’s this I hear about the alpha release being inconclusive?

Yes, well, that
isn’t
incorrect, sir. However—

This better be a really good
however
. We’ve got trillions riding on this.

However
, without subjects, who can ultimately tell?

You’re saying…?

We’re ready to initiate beta release, sir.

That’s
what I like to hear. What’s the hold up?

We’re assembling test subjects.

Has that proven difficult?

Not so much as we’d thought.

The players have a way of presenting themselves, don’t they?

That they do, sir. That they do.

Very well. Keep me in the loop.

Always, sir.


War Taking Mental Health Toll on Frontline Troops, Report Details

By Deirdre Fowler

Forward Operating Base Alamo, Iran
—When Staff Sergeant James Artinian returned from a routine patrol of Mashhad City in the province of Razavi Khorasan, his soldiers noticed something strange. “The Rock wasn’t acting the way he normally did,” Private Sally Nappi recalls, referring to Sergeant Artinian by the nickname bestowed on him by his own troops, a testament to his usual iron discipline and calm under fire. “He went right to his barracks, didn’t say anything.” In the barracks, Sergeant Artinian used his firearm to take his own life, and his suicide has his soldiers and superiors questioning….

A new report from…reveals that there have been a combined 235 suicides in America’s three theaters of war in the past year. A crisis center on Forward Operating Base Alamo where Sergeant Artinian served has been averaging twenty-five visits a week from soldiers seeking help for a variety of issues ranging from suicide and anger management to alcoholism and economic and marriage counseling….

While admitting to a dearth of mental health professionals, Department of Defense spokeswoman Jamie Ober voiced optimism in a Saturday morning press conference. “We’re very excited about some new [psychopharmacological] medications that have been green-lighted for the troops,” related Ms. Ober. “These medicines will alleviate the stresses and anxieties our fighting men and women face without compromising their combat integrity.”

….The next-generation anxiolytics, marketed by Steinbock LLC, a division of Diogenes Incorporated, are expected to start being distributed to troops within the next month. Their use will be mandatory for front-line combat troops, a stipulation that has many critics….


Army Issues More Waivers to Meet Recruitment Needs

By Deirdre Fowler

Washington
– Given a diminishing pool of recruits in an all-volunteer army, the number of waivers given to United States Army recruits with criminal backgrounds has grown 75 percent in the last two years, Department of Defense records show…

The Army has implemented a variety of incentives to attract recruits. It has offered enlistment cash bonuses; made room for greater numbers of high school dropouts in its ranks; once again lowered the acceptable minimum passing score on qualifying aptitude test to join; lessened the physical expectations once viewed as a necessity of boot camp training; and further loosened age and weight restrictions…

The number of “moral waivers” issued to recruits with criminal pasts has also increased, even as the total number of recruits continues to diminish dramatically. Waivers for serious misdemeanors, which comprise the majority of all Army moral waivers, saw the greatest increase. Serious misdemeanors include burglary, robbery, vehicular homicide, and aggravated assault…

There has also been a significant increase in the number of waivers for felony convictions….For the first time in the nation’s history, applicants with convictions for homicide, drug trafficking and sexual violence are being granted admission to the armed forces…

The White House has lately been the target of domestic and international criticism after Vice President Sabian floated the idea of allowing incarcerated felons to enroll and serve in the nation’s armed forces, with their time served effectively diminishing their prison sentences…
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