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            PRAISE FOR THE THIRD BEAR

"Vandermeer's stories hit one's hindbrain slantwise - they offer no easy answers and no comfort. Rather they are hard, brilliant gems meant to cut and shine - these are some of the most beautiful, upsetting, and accomplished tales I have ever read."

- Catherynne M. Valente, author of The Orphan's Tales

"The Third Bear contains some of my favorite stories of recent years. There's the meticulous workplace surrealism of `The Situation,' the remorseless multi-world cataclysms of `The Goat Variations,' the beautiful eldritch heartsickness of `The Surgeon's Tale: Jeff VanderMeer is one of the very best."

- Kevin Brockmeier, author of The Brief History of the Dead

"Jeff VanderMeer knows what story can do to human consciousness, as is delightfully evident in his latest collection, The Third Bear. These stories are smart, gorgeous, allusive, and tricky. VanderMeer is a fantasist extraordinaire."

- Jack O'Connell, author of The Resurrectionist

"Annexing the weird half-lit spaces between genres, these stories lean sometimes into fantasy and sf, sometimes into metafiction, but are always deft and pleasurable reads. VanderMeer is one of the few writers out there able to coax something startling and necessary from anything ...a very strong collection."

- Brian Evenson, author of Last Days

"Jeff VanderMeer's work is subversive and disquieting, possessed of an almost kinetic force in its impact upon the mind. Body horror gone viral, fairy tales wrapped in their own entrails, and metafictional murder; these and other images herein are sure to leave their mark and fester in the subconscious. Already a well-regarded fantasist, The Third Bear reveals VanderMeer at his most fearsome."

- Laird Barron, author of The Imago Sequence and Other Stories

PRAISE FOR JEFF VANDERMEER

"VanderMeer may be creating the dominant literature of the 21st century."

- The Guardian

"In the hands of a brilliant writer like Jeff VanderMeer, writing fantasy can be a means of serious artistic expression. In VanderMeer's hands, it is also playful, poignant, and utterly, wildly, imaginative."

- Peter Straub, author of Ghost Story

"One of modern fantasy's most original and fearless pioneers."

- Richard K. Morgan, author of Altered Carbon

"Jeff VanderMeer is an extraordinary writer... passionate, beautiful, complex, terrifying."

- Tamar Yellin, author of The Genizah at the House of Shepher, winner of the Jewish Book Council Award

"One of the most literary fantasy writers or fantastic literary writers we've got working these days, take your pick."

- Ron Hogan, Mediabistro's GalleyCat


JEFF VANDERMEER
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THE THIRD BEAR


It made its home in the deep forest near the village of Grommin, and all anyone ever saw of it, before the end, would be hard eyes and the dark barrel of its muzzle. The smell of piss and blood and shit and bubbles of saliva and half-eaten food. The villagers called it the Third Bear because they had killed two bears already that year. But, near the end, no one really thought of it as a bear, even though the name had stuck, changed by repetition and fear and slurring through blood-filled mouths to Theeber. Sometimes it even sounded like "seether" or "seabird."

The Third Bear came to the forest in mid-summer, and soon most anyone who used the forest trail, day or night, disappeared, carried off to the creature's lair. By the time even large convoys had traveled through, they would discover two or three of their number missing. A straggling horseman, his mount cantering along, just bloodstains and bits of skin sticking to the saddle. A cobbler gone but for a shredded hat. A few of the richest villagers hired mercenaries as guards, but when even the strongest men died, silent and alone, the convoys dried up.
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