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EARLY BIRD BOOKS

FRESH EBOOK DEALS, DELIVERED DAILY

BE THE FIRST TO KNOWâ€”

NEW DEALS HATCH EVERY DAY!


PRAISE FOR THE WRITING OF STEPHEN BIRMINGHAM

The Auerbach Will

A New York Times Bestseller

“Has the magic word â€˜bestseller' written all over it â€¦ Birmingham's narrative drive never falters and his characters are utterly convincing.” â€”John Barkham Reviews

“Delicious secretsâ€”scandals, blackmail, affairs, adultery â€¦ the gossipy Uptown/Downtown milieu Birmingham knows so well.” â€”
Kirkus Reviews

“An engrossing family saga.” â€”
USA Today

“Colorful, riveting, bubbling like champagne.” â€”
The Philadelphia Inquirer

“Poignant and engrossing â€¦ Has all the ingredients for a bestseller.” â€”
Publishers Weekly

The Rest of Us

A New York Times Bestseller

“Breezy and entertaining, full of gossip and spice!” â€”
The Washington Post

“Rich anecdotal and dramatic material â€¦ Prime social-vaudeville entertainment.” â€”
Kirkus Reviews

“Wonderful stories â€¦ All are interesting and many are truly inspirational.” â€”
The Dallas Morning News

“Entertaining from first page to last â€¦ Those who read it will be better for the experience.” â€”
Chattanooga Times Free Press

“Birmingham writes with a deft pen and insightful researcher's eye.” â€”
The Cincinnati Enquirer

“Mixing facts, gossip, and insight â€¦ The narrative is engaging.” â€”
Library Journal

“Immensely readable â€¦ Told with a narrative flair certain to win many readers.” â€”
Publishers Weekly

The Right People

A New York Times Bestseller

“Platinum mounted â€¦ The mind boggles.” â€”
San Francisco Examiner

“To those who say society is dead, Stephen Birmingham offers evidence that it is alive and well.” â€”
Newsweek

“The games some people play â€¦ manners among the moneyed WASPs of America â€¦ The best book of its kind.” â€”
Look

“The beautiful people of
le beau monde
â€¦ Mrs. Adolf Spreckels with her twenty-five bathrooms â€¦ Dorothy Spreckels Munn's chinchilla bedspread â€¦ the â€˜St. Grottlesex Set' of the New England prep schools, sockless in blazers â€¦ the clubs â€¦ the social sports â€¦ love and marriageâ€”which seem to be the only aspect which might get grubbier. It's all entertaining.” â€”
Kirkus Reviews

“It glitters and sparkles.â€¦ You'll love
The Right People.
” â€”
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

“A â€˜fun' book about America's snobocracy â€¦ Rich in curiosa â€¦ More entertaining than
Our Crowd
â€¦ Stephen Birmingham has done a masterly job.” â€”
Saturday Review

“Take a look at some of his topics: the right prep schools, the coming out party, the social rankings of the various colleges, the Junior League, the ultra-exclusive clubs, the places to live, the places to play, why the rich marry the rich, how they raise their children.â€¦ This is an â€˜inside' book.” â€”
The Washington Star

“All the creamy people â€¦ The taboo delight of a hidden American aristocracy with all its camouflages stripped away.” â€”Tom Wolfe,
Chicago Sun-Times

The Wrong Kind of Money

“Fast and wonderful. Something for everyone.” â€”
The Cincinnati Enquirer

“Dark doings in Manhattan castles, done with juicy excess. A titillating novel that reads like a dream. Stunning.” â€”
Kirkus Reviews

“Birmingham â€¦ certainly keeps the pages turning. Fans will feel at home.” â€”
The Baltimore Sun

The LeBaron Secret

A Novel

Stephen Birmingham


This book is for Melissa

From the will of Peter Powell LeBaron (1905â€“1955):

Clause 6(a). I hereby direct that all outstanding shares held by me in Baronet Vineyards, Inc., hereinafter referred to as the Company, shall be divided and distributed at the time of my death as follows:

Thirty-five percent (35%) to my beloved wife, Assaria Latham LeBaron;

Five percent (5%) to my beloved daughter, Melissa Margaret LeBaron;

Five percent (5%) each to my two beloved sons, Eric O'Brien LeBaron and Peter Powell LeBaron, Jr.;

Thirty-five percent (35%) to my beloved sister, Joanna LeBaron Kiley, also known professionally as Joanna LeBaron;

The remaining fifteen percent (15%) of said shares in said Company shall be divided, equally, among any and all living issue of my aforesaid sister, Joanna LeBaron.

PART ONE

Morning, Noon, and Night

One

This was the way those who were in the audience that night remembered it:

The young lead singer, who always performed bare to the waist, his hairless chest slung with gold chains, suddenly screamed in the middle of his song, flung his guitar across the stage, and shrieked, “
Pythons can be replaced!
” And with that he seized the snake that had been coiled around his shoulders, grasped the animal by its tail, and, brandishing it like a charioteer's whip, proceeded to flail itâ€”thrash itâ€”furiously against the stage floor. Fluid, which was not blood, spurted from the snake's mouth. This, the audience realized, must be the animal's brains, or something even more horrible from its insides. Then, still clutching his bleeding arm, the singer, who called himself Luscious Lucius, stamped down hard, again and again, on the snake's head with the sequined high heel of his cowboy boot until the creature lay limp and lifeless at his feet.

At first, there had been a burst of gigglesâ€”nervous and uncertain onesâ€”and an excited squeal or two, as the audience asked themselves if this was a part of the act, if that was real blood flowing down Luscious Lucius's bare arm. Or catsup. The scream, the smashing of the guitar onstageâ€”those had been part of The Who's act, hadn't they? But then, with a collective gasp that was more like a moan of disbelief, the audience of nearly two thousand, mostly teenagers, realized that the bloodshed they were seeing on the stage was very real indeed. For just as Lucius was building up the sound and tempo of his last song, prancing about the stage and humping his guitar, the python, with which he always performed his famous finale, had suddenly drawn its head back and then struck, plunging its fangs hard into his biceps. The music had stopped, there had been the scream, the guitar had been hurled, and, for a beat, the singer, looking skinny and frightened and alone, stared dazedly at his bleeding arm. There were screams from the audience. They had all come for cheap thrills, for something viscerally salacious (there were rumors that Luscious Lucius sometimes exposed himself on stage), and for phony, raunchy horror. But they had not come for this brand of realism, and the shrieks now were like those from a roller coaster when a car has become derailed. Half the audience were on their feet by the time Luscious Lucius began unwinding the snake from around his body, where he had draped it, and beating the creature to death before their eyes. There was pandemonium in the auditorium as a crush of young people filled the aisles and pushed toward the exit doors.

“Look,” the singer shouted into his microphone over the noise, one hand cupping his bleeding arm, “stay loose! It's cool. Shit, man, I'm okay! The show's not over. Pythons get old. Like they get mean, man. Like she'll be replaced. Don't go yet â€¦” And to try to hold his audience, he tossed a handful of glitter into the air.

But no one was listening, and, in the middle of the singer's plea from the scene of the carnage, the stage manager, realizing that the evening was beyond rescueâ€”the glitter was the curtain cue, anywayâ€”had the good sense to ring down the curtain fast and bring up the houselights.

The
Peninsula Gazette
reported the incident the following morning:

PYTHON BITE DISRUPTS ROCK CONCERT; SINGER BEATS SNAKE TO DEATH ONSTAGE BEFORE 1800

A seven-foot-long Indian rock python, a feature of the act of the punk rock group that calls itself The Dildos, suddenly turned vicious last night in the middle of a performance at the newly restored Odeon Theatre downtown and bit the group's lead singer, Maurice Littlefield, 23. Littlefield then proceeded to beat the giant serpent to death onstage while a capacity crowd of 1800 screaming fans looked on in horror. Littlefield, who bills himself as Luscious Lucius, was bleeding copiously from the left arm.

The python, called Sylvia by the group, had performed with the group for about three years without incident, and was considered tame and harmless. Littlefield was taken to Mercy Hospital and treated for snakebite and lacerations. He was released about one hour later, and doctors said his wound from the bite is not considered serious. The rock python is not a poisonous reptile.

The audience, meanwhile, reacted to the onstage episode with revulsion. Most were young people, and the reaction of Tracie Hodgman, 17, of 345 Morris St., Menlo Park, was typical. “It was gross enough that the snake bit him,” she said. “There was like blood everywhere. But then when he started to beat it to death it was like
really
gross. I threw up after. I used to think The Dildos were a really neat group, and I was a real fan of Lucius. But now I'm not so sure.”

While the curtain descended on the performance, the audience rushed to the exits, where a few scuffles ensued, but no serious injuries were reported.

The Odeon Theatre, beneficiary of a $3 million restoration last year as part of a long-term plan to renovate the Market Street area, had drawn a capacity crowd for last night's Dildos performance. Other cultural events are scheduled throughout the coming year.
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