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LITERARY LICENSE
In writing about unique settings, specific locations, and invariably the people residing there, a certain level of risk is involved, including the possibility of dishonoring the very people an author intends to honor. With that in mind, I have taken some literary license in Hawk, including renaming some bases within the U.S. military establishment, creating sites/entities that do not otherwise exist, and other aspects of team movement/integration. Also, some elements of the story are pure entertainment and, as with any work of fiction, demand a level of suspension of disbelief. Writing about a potential threat to our American military personnel can be tricky, and those experts within that field cannot divulge too much information. Therefore, to protect our heroes, some elements of the story about the cyber-security threat have been left intentionally and paritally vague. I have done this so the book and/or my writing will not negatively reflect on our military community and its heroes. With the quickly changing landscape of the combat theater, this seemed imperative and prudent.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS/ACRONYMS
AHOD
—All Hands On Deck

ANA
—Afghan National Army

CID
—Criminal Investigations Department

DIA
—Defense Intelligence Agency

Glock
—A semiautomatic handgun

HK416
—Military assault rifle

IED
—Improvised Explosive Device

Klick
—Military slang for
kilometer

M4, M4A1, M16
—Military assault rifles

MRAP
—Mine-Resistant Ambush-Protected vehicle

MWD
—Military War Dog

OIC
—Officer In Charge

OPSEC
—Operational Security

QBZ-95
—Chinese assault rifle

RPG
—Rocket-Propelled Grenade

RTB
—Return To Base

SAS
—Special Air Service (Foreign Special Operations Team)

SCIF
—Secure computer used by the military

SFOC
—Special Forces Operational Command

SOCOM
—Special Operations Command

STK
—Shoot To Kill

UAV
—Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

WO1
—Warrant Officer, 1st Class

CHARACTER LIST
Boris Kolceki
—expert computer hacker

Brian “Hawk” Bledsoe (Staff Sergeant)
—Raptor team member; coms specialist

Cassandra Walker (Lieutenant)
—works for DIA’s National Military Joint Intelligence Center

Dean “Raptor Six” Watters (Captain)
—Raptor team commander

Eamon “Titanis” Straider (SAS Corporal)
—Raptor team member; Australian; engineering specialty

Fekiria Haidary (a.k.a., Second Lieutenant Rhmani)
—ANA helicopter pilot; Zahrah Zarrick’s cousin

Kiew Tang
—executive assistant to Daniel Jin

Lance Burnett (General)
—Raptor’s commanding officer; attached to Defense Intelligence Agency

Meng-Li Jin /Daniel Jin
—Chinese businessman

Mitchell “Harrier” Black (Sergeant First Class)
—Raptor team member; combat medic

Mitra
—Fekiria’s friend; runs a secret girls’ school

Mitra’s “girls”
—Aadela, Hadassah (Mitra’s daughter), Jamilah, Sheevah, Wajmah

Salvatore “Falcon” Russo (Warrant Officer)
—Raptor team member; aka team “daddy”; expert in ops/intel

Sandor Ripley (Captain)
—U.S. Air Force pilot; Fekiria’s flight advisor

Todd “Eagle” Archer (Staff Sergeant)
—Raptor team member; weapons expert; team sniper

Zahrah Zarrick
—Fekiria’s cousin; Dean’s girlfriend; missionary teacher

SUNDRY CHARACTERS
Adam Brennan (Sergeant)
—soldier stationed at Bagram Airfield

Adeeb Haidary
—Fekiria’s older brother

Baktash and Belourine
—married couple who help Mitra

Brie Hastings (Lieutenant)
—General Burnett’s administrative officer

Chris Riordan (Lieutenant Colonel)
—Navy SEAL officer

Ddrake
—military war dog

Garret Slusarski (Major)
—officer stationed at Bagram Airfield

Grant Knight (Sergeant)
—Ddrake’s handler

Jack Bledsoe
—Brian’s grandfather

Kitty Bledsoe
—Brian’s grandmother

Mahmoud (Colonel)
—ANA officer

Mason (Captain)
—female officer at Bagram Airfield

Mike Sanderson (Specialist)
—soldier at Bagram Airfield

Sajjan Takkar
—CEO of Takkar Corp.

Tony “Candyman” VanAllen
—former Green Beret on Dean Watters’s team

Zmaray/“The Lion”
—assassin, terrorist

SPECIAL FORCES CREED
I am an American Special Forces soldier. A professional!

I will do all that my nation requires of me.

I am a volunteer, knowing well the hazards of my profession.

I serve with the memory of those who have gone before me:

Roger’s Rangers,

Francis Marion, Mosby’s Rangers, the first Special Service Forces and Ranger Battalions of World War II, the Airborne Ranger Companies of Korea.

I pledge to uphold the honor and integrity of all I am—in all I do.

I am a professional soldier.

I will teach and fight wherever my nation requires.

I will strive always, to excel in every art and artifice of war.
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