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PART I

QUARTERLINGS

(children of the nephilim, who are one-fourth angel)

What are mere mortals that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? You made them a little lower than the angels; you crowned them with glory and honor and put everything under their feet.

Hebrews 2:6–8 TNIV

ONE

C
HINATOWN

J
onah and Eliza walked down the street together, trailing their parents and their younger brother, Jeremiah, who was stopping to ask every street vendor he saw a question, not worrying that they were all old Chinese men and women who didn’t speak English. Jonah, however, was looking for something much more sinister than kind old men and women selling vegetables and toys. He stopped to look at the wooden cart full of strange-looking vegetables, but continued to keep one eye on the crowd of people milling by.

He and Eliza had been practicing their newfound angelic powers every day they could, back in the woods behind their home in Peacefield, always careful to make sure no one was spying on them. After all that had happened last year, they figured they couldn’t be too careful. But even though Jonah felt his skills getting sharper, he couldn’t deny that he had been even more on edge recently.

“You’ve been paranoid all day,” Eliza said. “Can’t you just relax and have some fun?” She threw a ginger root at him playfully.

He brushed his dark hair out of his eyes and threw the ginger back at his sister.

“No!” shouted the glaring merchant behind the vegetable table. “Stop!”

Jonah felt his face flush as they hurried away from the table, continuing to cut his eyes back and forth across the street.

He’d felt like this ever since they’d stepped off the subway and set foot in New York this morning, like a shadow had fallen over him. Even though it had been almost a year since they’d been here last, it seemed like it was yesterday.

Last September, Jonah had discovered their mom was a nephilim, a child of a human and a fallen angel, which made him and his brother and sister one-quarter angel, or quarterlings. His mother had been kidnapped by Marduk, a fallen angel who was Abaddon’s right-hand man, and Jonah and Eliza had raced to New York City to rescue her, with the help of their angel friends. They had discovered the world-behind-the-world known as the hidden realm, battled fallen angels, and finally faced Marduk himself. Jonah’s mind flashed back to the battle, and how, with Elohim’s help, they had defeated Marduk and the rest of the Fallen. In spite of their victory, there were days Jonah still couldn’t believe he and Eliza had made it back, with their mom, alive.

“Maybe you don’t remember what happened last time we were here as clearly as I do,” Jonah said with a grimace. He and his sister had won a battle, but the war between Elohim’s and Abaddon’s forces was still raging, and he knew that they could be attacked at any time. He wanted to be ready.

Jonah raised his eyebrows at Eliza as he watched his mom and
dad haggle with an old lady selling shiny purses. They had been the ones who suggested the trip into the city, a final day of summer fun before school started.

“Really, Mom? New York?” he had said, trying to plead with his eyes.
You do remember what happened there last time, don’t you?

“Jonah,” she had said lovingly. “We can’t live in fear, now, can we?”

He had come without complaint, but the feeling he had today made him wonder if they would all regret the decision.

Up ahead, Eleanor motioned for them to hurry up. As they turned the corner after her, the crowd grew noticeably thicker.

Benjamin Stone grabbed seven-year-old Jeremiah and lifted him up onto his shoulders.

“Whoa!” Jeremiah said. “Check out the parade!”

Jonah craned his neck around the tall couple in front of him. When he saw the participants in the parade, he breathed in sharply. Bloodred lanterns hung from wires across the street, and a line of what looked like giant, twisted puppets moved in a circle. Awful faces that made him think immediately of the Fallen, on top of pencil-thin necks, stretching high above the crowd.

The scene made him feel even more uneasy.

An explosion went off overhead, causing Jonah to throw his arms up over his face. A shower of blue light cascaded down all around them.

“Relax, Jonah,” his mom said, smiling. “It’s just a Chinese festival and some fireworks.”

Eliza and Jeremiah giggled at him.

“Yeah, I know,” he mumbled, stuffing his hands into his pockets. “Isn’t it about time to go?”

“You want to leave during the fireworks display?” Benjamin
laughed. “Come on, Jonah. Just hang in there for a few more minutes.”

He started to protest but was distracted by a young woman walking along the sidewalk, against the crowd. Her blonde hair was pulled back in a ponytail, and for a second before she passed by, she turned toward Jonah.

She smiled a small, knowing smile, and her green eyes pierced him like icicles.

Then, for the briefest moment, they shimmered yellow.

Jonah sucked in his breath as he turned to watch her. She quickly disappeared around the corner behind them. He felt his legs begin to move in her direction, almost on their own, and before he knew it, he was following her, his eyes darting everywhere at once in search of the fallen one.

He reached the corner and peeked around, only to see a blonde ponytail turn into a doorway. Glancing back, he saw his family still caught up in the fireworks display. No one had noticed that he was gone.

He felt his breathing quicken as he crouched down, his back against the wall. Nine months ago, he and Eliza had entered the hidden realm for the first time. Now it had become almost second nature. He remembered what Henry, his family’s guardian angel, had said about entering—that it took two things: being an angel, of course. And then, heartfelt belief.

If only Henry were here now. He’d been promoted to warrior-class angel after he helped Jonah and Eliza rescue the kidnapped nephilim, including their mom, and return them to their families. Jonah was happy for Henry, and they even had a new guardian angel now, Cassandra. But she was just learning the ropes and kept to herself a lot. Jonah couldn’t help sometimes feeling like
the responsibility for his family’s safety was now entirely on his own shoulders. He took a few deep breaths, trying to calm his racing heart as he lowered his head.

“I believe in You, Elohim,” he prayed quietly. “And in the reality of the spiritual world, the real world behind everything else. I believe in the hidden realm.”

Anyone watching would have thought that Jonah had disappeared, but he had just slipped into the hidden realm. Jonah opened his eyes and stood up. The street and the buildings all looked the same to him, but it was the people in the hidden realm that always took his breath away. They had an electric glow about them, some like a dim, fading chunk of charcoal, while others, a brilliant white. He moved as fast as he could down the street, trying to avoid running into anyone. Even though they couldn’t see him, he could pass through them. But the electric jolt Jonah experienced when he did always made him cringe.
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