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Booklist

“[An] extremely intense and emotionally powerful tale. . . . Ward's paranormal world is, among other things, colorful, dangerous, and richly conceived. . . . Intricate plots and believable characters.”â€”
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To the Brothers

ONE

“So, Bella looks good.”

Â 

At the counter of the Brotherhood's kitchen, Zsadist picked up a knife, squeezed a head of romaine lettuce together, and started drawing the blade through at one-inch intervals. “Yeah, she does.”

He liked Doc Jane. Hell, he owed her. But he had to remind himself of his manners: It would be damn tacky to bite the head off a female who was not only your brother's
shellan
, but who had saved the love of your life from bleeding out on the birth table.

“She's recovered beautifully in the last two months.” Doc Jane watched him from the table across the way, her
Marcus Welby, M.D.,
bag beside her ghostly hand. “And Nalla's thriving. Man, vampire young progress so much faster than human babies. Cognitively, it's like she's nine months old.”

“They're doing great.” He kept slicing, moving his hand down and through, down and through. On the far side of the blade, the leaves sprang free in curly green ribbons like they were clapping at having been liberated.

“And how are you doing with the whole dad thingâ€””

“Fuck!”

Dropping the knife, he cursed and brought up the hand that had been on the lettuce. The cut was deep, down to the bone, and his blood was red as it welled up and dripped off his skin.
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