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Prologue

 

 

Trever

 

Everything must start out small. Even the smallest pebble creates a ripple and from that ripple, it grows and grows. Being apart has only frozen that ripple in time as if the chill of war had stopped it. The air seemed colder now that the Kalu Assassins were forced to return home without the Great Seni Fighters accompanying them but not everything was as it seems.

We watched them, followed them and made sure this would end how we wanted it to; how it was intended to.


 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 1

 

 

Jaylyn

 

Home—

I was heavy with sorrow and regret. I sat up on my horse that we retrieved from the farm on our way back through and was looking at Dorlin ahead of us. “We made it all the way back and nothing.”

Adele touched my shoulder as some kind of gesture of comfort but I would not find it here, not without Troy. “Let’s not go over it again. If they come, they come. If they don’t—well, perhaps it’ll be better for them.”

“Adele!” I whipped my head around in a panic. That most definitely wasn’t comforting me.

“I’m just thinking about what would be best for them. This isn’t a time to be selfish. You know what could happen if they came here.”

I lowered my head with what lingering hope I had left in seeing Troy again. We made it all the way home with no sign of them. Why didn’t he follow? Where was he?

“I would never want Zayden hurt because of me.” She went on. “Maybe you should just think the same.”

“And then what?” Ruby asked. “Go on like none of it ever happened? That’s not going to work, Adele, especially now.”

“We’ll have to try our best. No one is to suspect a thing. Our story has to seem real.”

“But you know they already know.” I tried to explain, still not mentioning to her that they have already been in Seni; she still didn’t know.

“We can’t just assume that. Let’s just go through with the plan. From here on out, the Great Seni Fighters are dead. Understand?”

I fought to hold in tears and answered with Ruby to what had to be done. “Yes.”

“Now, let’s go.” Adele started us forward once again towards the city.

Our arrival was played as normally as ever. We were let through the gates with praises that we had returned from another successful mission and took the long silent stroll through the streets.

Some people welcomed us back along the way while others gave us nothing but stares. Our roles as Assassins have always gained mixed emotions. Some respected us for keeping their city safe while others feared us and were sure to stay away. Then there was that other group, mostly made up of young girls that wished they could be us because we’re not treated like the average woman. We had earned a kind of respect that no one else could get. No one saw us as just bearers of children or potential wives. We were our own person.

We reached Balwin Manor in the upper district of the city and I was just a little more thankful to be home. We’ve been traveling for days and were in a well need for rest but we wouldn’t get it just yet. After taking care of our horses first, we headed inside and just as soon as we walked through the door, we were met anxiously by General Balwin who gave Adele a long hug. “I give thanks to all that you’ve made it back.”

“Yes, father.” Adele replied with a flat tone as she hugged him back.

“A little later than I would have hoped but I’m glad to know all of you are safe.”

We all stood in the main hall of the manor without a word. I figured if he knew, he would have been angry and mentioned it but he never said a word. I thought it was a bit odd since the three that negotiated the terms of our release were close with the General. Why hadn’t they said anything? Or if they did, what game was he playing?

“It was a long trip.” Adele said.

“Yes. I’m aware that it would be. So you know, the Queen understands also since you’ve missed the banquet.”

“We’re sorry, father. We meant to be here.”

“I know but there’ll be another. There always is. Perhaps you should go see her before you get too comfortable from settling in. She’ll want to know how it went.”

Adele looked at us and we just shrugged our shoulders. Neither of us knew what to do or if it would even be a good idea to see the Queen this soon from returning.

“All right.” Adele said while she started to turn back to the door. “It’s best if I don’t even sit until then because I’ll never want to get up.”

General Balwin smiled with a nod. “Of course. She’ll be delighted to see you.”

Adele rolled her eyes to the thought and we left Balwin Manor together. “Great. We shouldn’t be doing this right now.”

“This is going to go well.” I muttered.

“Just remember the plan. We’re not going to linger.”

I agreed. I just wanted to get this over with and spend the rest of this time waiting for Troy. He had to come.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2

 

 

Adele

 

We made it to the palace just up the street and was escorted inside to the Queen.

“Your majesty.” We bowed our heads.

Queen Arianna sat stiff, her brown eyes on us in almost disappointment but her voice managed to portray more approval compared to her look. “Adele. Ruby. Jaylyn. Good. I assume your mission was a success if you are here standing before me.”

“Yes, your majesty. It went just as planned and it is done just as you ordered. There is nothing we can’t handle.”

“Oh, I know, Adele, believe me and I am pleased to hear that it went well. The world now belongs to us. You should be more enthused.”

“We are, your majesty.” I said, fighting a smile. “It’s just been a long trip for us.”

“Of course, you may retire from me to rest. I’ll inform you if anything else comes up for you to do.”

“Of course, your majesty.” We bowed our heads again and turned to leave.

I was glad that was so short. I was beyond tired as it was. Going there seemed completely pointless to begin with just to tell her that we made it back. We were in need of rest from our trip but keeping my mind off the events in Seni would deem to be difficult. It was all I could think about, all my mind would let me drift to during the walk home.

Thankfully, Balwin Manor wasn’t too far from the palace and we managed to walk up to our rooms in the west wing undisturbed.

I was even more thankful that my room was the first door on the right and I practically walked in with my eyes closed. They just didn’t want to stay open any longer.

“Adele?”

My eyes unwillingly shot open from hearing a familiar voice. “Ryon! Hey!”

He was sitting on the edge of the bed and stood up with his blue eyes curiously on mine. “Are you all right?”

“Yeah. What are you doing here?”

“I heard you got back. I wanted to see you. Is this okay?”

“Ah—” My mind jumped to Zayden but I remembered that I had to keep everything seeming normal. “Yeah. Of course it is. I’ve missed you.” I stepped closer to him and gave him a hug and a quick kiss as I would normally do. “You haven’t been watching me?”

I was curious to know because I knew what he could do but he laughed. “No. We were quite busy here ourselves. I didn’t get the time.”

“Oh. Okay.”

“But I’ll admit it has been awfully lonely around here without you.” He lifted my chin and leaned in for another kiss.

I wasn’t ready for this at all.

“Ah, Ryon, please.” I moved around him before our lips would have met. “I just got back. I’m pretty tired. Can we not jump into things so quickly?”

He looked at me strangely and I hoped that I didn’t fuel his need to look into anything I’ve done but he seemed to go with it. “All right. Are you sure you’re okay?”

“Yeah. It was just—a long trip.”

“Okay. Want me to go so you can get some sleep?”

“Yes. Please. Just for now. I want to sleep for a day.”

He laughed. “All right. I’ll come back when I have time to.”

“Good. I should feel better then.”

“I hope so.” He started out the door, getting ready to close it behind him.

“Good to see you!” He left and I just fell back on my bed. “This is going to be harder than I thought.”

It really was. Trying to stay happy like I would normally be around him was tormenting. I didn’t know how much longer I could keep it up and it only just begun.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3

 

 

Ryon

 

My long strides took me downstairs quickly.

“Did you see her?”

The General came at me out of nowhere but I was still angry to hear Adele’s lies. “Yes. She wants to rest for now.”

“It was a long journey she just made.”

“Please. You know that’s not it. She lied right to my face!”

“Calm yourself. You know the plan. She’ll come around. She just needs time.”

“Maybe we don’t have time.”

“Keep looking into it and see where they’ve been when you can. In the meantime, find Kole and meet up with Trever. We’re not quite sure how they’ll come yet but we have to be prepared for anything.”

I nodded and with a quick turn from the General, I left and retrieved my horse from the stables on the east side of the manor. I wasted no time to get away down the street. My mind was seemingly stuck on Adele’s lie. I knew better. She wasn’t fine and I knew why.

No matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t get it off my mind. I wanted to. I raced through the streets and came upon Trever’s house to the right. I secured my horse outside and went right in without any invitation. “Trever!”

He stepped out of the kitchen with a mug in hand and signs of a lingering sigh on his voice. “What happened?”

“They’re back.”

He paused and started to smile while he took a sip from the mug. “Really? All of them?”

“Of course. You knew they wouldn’t have stayed if Adele couldn’t.”

“Well, then my sister must be extremely emotional right now.”

“Sounds like good news to me.” Kole walked out of the kitchen with a similar mug in his hand.

“Don’t count on it.” I muttered, still angry about all of this. “I only saw Adele but she didn’t want me there.”

“Well, that’s Adele. Jay’s much more vulnerable to giving in, especially when we explain how they really are.”

“Just be careful.” Trever advised. “You don’t want to say the wrong thing and piss her off instead.”

“I know that.”

“So, what’s the plan now?” I asked.

The room was still. I had my eyes on Trever, waiting for the answer. “That’s going to depend on how they choose to arrive. Hostile or not? However it is, the Queen can never find out that they’re still alive. We’ll have to be the ones to greet them first.”

“And until then?”

“We do as we normally do. Don’t talk about them, don’t mention them and definitely don’t let the girls know they’re actually coming. I want them to be genuinely surprised. Did Adele seem like she knew we were there?”

“No. Not a clue.”

“You mean they actually listened and didn’t end up telling her?” Kole laughed. “Surprising.”

“It’s nothing to laugh about because she’ll find out soon enough. Now, you know what to do. This day is finally upon us and we will take it respectfully. Am I clear?”

The question was more specifically addressed to me and my eyes shifted back to Kole. He widened his just a little bit and nodded, knowing that I shouldn’t argue this right now with Trever. I agreed but didn’t want to. I wished none of this was happening and they both new it.
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