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“Julie James rocks!”

—Sandra Hill,
USA Today
bestselling author

Praise for

A Lot Like Love

 

“Julie James writes books I can’t put down.
A Lot Like Love
kept me up way past midnight!”

—Nalini Singh,
New York Times
bestselling author

 

“Sexy fun, romance fans will pop their corks over this one.”

—
Library Journal

 

“Fueled by equal measures of seductive wit, edge-of-the-seat suspense, and scorching-hot sexual chemistry, James’s latest scintillating novel of romantic suspense is a rare treat.”

—
Chicago Tribune

 

“[James] exhibits her trademark sizzle and wit.”

—
Booklist

 

“You’ll fall head over heels for
A Lot Like Love
.”

—
USA Today

 

“Julie James…is mastering the genre of romantic suspense.”

—
The News-Gazette
(East Central Illinois)

 

“James writes characters so real you can almost reach out and touch them. A delicious blend of romance and suspense.”

—
RT Book Reviews

 

“Just the right balance of charm, love, action, and touches of humor and suspense.”

—
Fresh Fiction

 

“There’s a whole lot to love about
A Lot Like Love
from Julie James. This is a superb read, plain and simple.”

—
Babbling About Books, and More

 

Something About You

 

“Smart, snappy, funny yet realistic. I can’t count the number of times I laughed while reading the book…This is one book I can totally recommend.”

—
Dear Author

 

“From first impressions to the last page, it’s worth shaking your tail feather over…This is a contemporary romance well worth savoring, and laughing over, and reading all over again.”

—
Smart Bitches, Trashy Books

 

“Just plain fun! James is a master of witty repartee.”

—
RT Book Reviews

 

Practice Makes Perfect

 

“A tantalizing dessert—a delicious, delightful read that all hopeless romantics will enjoy.”

—
Chicago Sun-Times

 

“A fast-paced romantic comedy, packed with hilarious situations and sharp dialogue…A talented writer…Expect a lot of sparks to fly.”

—
San Francisco Book Review

 

“A sophisticated contemporary romance…proves that [James] is a master at conveying both courtroom and behind-the-scenes maneuvering.”

—
Booklist
(starred review)

 

Just the Sexiest Man Alive

 

“Fantastic, frolicking fun…Read
Just the Sexiest Man Alive
, and you will be adding Julie James to your automatic-buy list!”

—Janet Chapman,
New York Times
bestselling author

 

“Witty banter and an amazing chemistry…bring this delightful story to life.”

—
Chicago Sun-Times

 

“Remind[s] me of Katharine Hepburn and Spencer Tracy movies: they have that funny edge.”

—Eloisa James,
New York Times
bestselling author

 

“Witty and romantic.”

—
Publishers Weekly
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For Charlene—
I know you’re watching,
and I’m keeping that promise.
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May 2003

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

SHE HAD SURVIVED.

Pressed against the wood-paneled wall of the bar, her chin resting on her hand, Rylann Pierce listened as her friends chatted on around her, quite content for the first time in a month to think about nothing whatsoever.

Along with five of her law school classmates, she sat at a crowded table on the second floor of the Clybourne, one of the few campus bars frequented by highbrow graduate students who demanded that their watered-down, four-dollar drinks be served in actual glasses instead of plastic. Everyone in the group was in the same section as Rylann, which meant they’d all completed their last final exam, Criminal Procedure, late that afternoon. Spirits were high and boisterous—at least boisterous by law-student standards—punctuated only by occasional lows when someone realized a point they’d missed during the obligatory post-exam recap.

Someone nudged her elbow, interrupting her reverie. “Hello? Anyone there?”

The question came from Rylann’s roommate, Rae Mendoza, who was seated at her right.

“I’m here. Just…picturing myself at the pool.” Rylann tried to hold on to the mirage for a few moments longer. “It’s sunny and seventy-five degrees. I’ve got some kind of tropical drink with one of those little umbrellas in it, and I’m
reading a book—one I don’t have to highlight or outline in the margins.”

“They make those kinds of books?”

“If memory serves.” Rylann exchanged a conspiratorial smile with Rae. Like many of their classmates, they’d both spent nearly every waking hour of the last four weeks outlining class notes and textbooks, taking practice exams, staring bleary-eyed at
Emanuel
Law Outlines
into the wee hours of the night, and meeting with study groups—all in preparation for four three-hour tests that would help determine the course of their future legal careers. No pressure there.

The rumor was that the second and third years got progressively easier, which would be nice—there was this interesting activity called
sleep
Rylann had heard of, and she was thinking about trying it out. Perfect timing, too. She had a week off before her summer job started, during which she planned to do nothing more strenuous than roll herself out of bed every day by noon and mosey over to the university’s outdoor pool, which was open to students.
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