


    Toggle navigation





	Home
	8NOVELS
	
        
          
        

        Search
      






    
                
    
    
        Read [04] Elite: Mostly Harmless Online

                Authors: Kate Russell

                        Tags: #Mostly, #Russell, #Dangerous, #elite, #Kate, #Harmless

            

    
    [04] Elite: Mostly Harmless

    
            
            
                
            


            
                BOOK: [04] Elite: Mostly Harmless

                
                    
                                                                            
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                
                    


                    
                        6.48Mb size Format: txt, pdf, ePub
                    

                


                
                    
                        
                            
                        
                        Read Book
                    
                    
                        
                            
                            
                        
                        Download Book
                    
                

            


            
                ads
            

        

    
    
        
            	«
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	...
	20
	...
	30
	»

        

                
            
Mostly Harmless

 

by

 

Kate Russell

 

Published by Fantastic Books Publishing

Cover Design by Heather Murphy

ISBN: 978-1-909163-34-8

Based on the space trading game Elite: Dangerous by Frontier Developments.

Elite: Dangerous © 2014 Frontier Developments plc. All rights reserved.

 

Copyright

 

© 2014 Fantastic Books Publishing

 

The right of Kate Russell to be identified as the author of this

 

book has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright,

 

Designs and Patent Act 1998.

 

All rights reserved.

 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the prior written permission of the publisher or unless such copying is done under a current Copyright Licensing Agency license. Any person who does any unauthorised act in relation to this publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.

 

‘Elite’, the Elite logo, the Elite: Dangerous logo, ‘Frontier’ and the Frontier logo are registered trademarks of Frontier Developments plc. All rights reserved. All other trademarks and copyright are acknowledged as the property of their respective owners.

Dedication

 

I dedicate this story to 811 strangers from the internet. I wrote it with the sole purpose of entertaining you. I hope it does.
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Author’s Note:

I was once cornered by a disciple of the Church of Scientology in a shopping centre in Slough. It was a rainy, Tuesday afternoon and his strategy to tempt me into the fold of the religion was to make me realise how rubbish and unfulfilled my life was. The short interview with the weasel-faced man, conducted under the shelter of a Greggs Bakery doorway with the smell of fresh sausage rolls wafting around my face
made me realise two things: I have a pretty awesome life, and I never want to go back to Slough.

 

 

The Slough of Despond in John Bunyan's allegory The Pilgrim's Progress (1678):

'This miry slough is such a place as cannot be mended; it is the descent whither the scum and filth that attends conviction for sin doth continually run, and therefore is it called “the slough of despond”: for still as the sinner is awakened about his lost condition, there ariseth in his soul many fears, and doubts, and discouraging apprehensions, which all of them get together, and settle in this place; and this is the reason of the badness of this ground.’

 

 

 

Chapter 1

 

Angel rebooted the nav-panel as she watched the riveted maw of the space station hurtling towards her through the heads-up display.

‘Hope, don’t fail me now,’ she said through gritted teeth as she grappled with the roll and yaw levers, scissoring them apart at the same time as pumping on alternate thrusters to jiggle her rear end into line.

Hope. That was a laugh,
thought Angel with about as much humour as a hologram in a power cut. Her mother had named the Cobra
Hope Falls
after the district she grew up in back on New Saturn, forty light years away. It often seemed like more of a narrative to Angel than a ship’s name.

‘You need to straighten up Commander, and you’re coming in too fast.’

Angel could hear the rising tension in the controller’s voice as she thumped the power supply, cursing at it through tight lips. It crackled indignantly and the nav-panel finally winked on again, the holographic view of her approach wiring itself back together on the dash right in front of her eyes.

‘I know. Calm down Rachel. I just lost my eyes for a sec. Everything’s under control.’

Angel used her left foot to toe the thrusters into reverse. Engines roared and the outer hull moaned. ‘Don’t expect me to dock from this angle without hammering the shields,’ it seemed to be saying.

‘Shit!’

Angel stamped harder on the thruster and leant into the starboard roll. The irony was if she could get the damn thing into port any time soon without busting up her equipment she might be able to afford a new docking computer; her last one had been knocked out in the backwash of a kinetic blast when she’d jumped out of hyperspace right in the middle of a raging battle between an Imperial Cruiser and a band of heavily armed pirates.

‘Err … Commander Rose …’

She could see the engineer’s face through the control deck window now, bleached out by halogen lamps and worry. Neon ad-hoardings outside the window screamed at Angel to “GET RUNNING LEAN WITH JPS EMTEEC-EXOBYTE SCL411 SPIKES TODAY!”, or “INSIST ON ANTHONY COLIN’S TAL-TIES FOR UNBEATABLE DENTAL FUSION!” They flushed the pale face in the control window on and off with vivid red as her dark eyes flipped back and forth between the desk and the rapidly approaching vessel. Her equally red lips made an ‘o’ that looked like it was expecting trouble.

Angel checked her velocity.

‘Yeah, you’d better nip into the airlock Rachel, just in case .’

Resigned now to at least some structural damage she flipped a couple of switches and reached for her EVA helmet, twisting it into place around her neck. It was old and grubby but if push came to shove and she breached the hull at least she wouldn’t waste a remlok survival mask too; those things were painful expensive to recharge. The helmet hissed and her ears popped as the bay controller retreated behind several feet of solid lead. She was on her own now as she hurtled towards the cavernous docking hangar.

Her arm muscles burned, the atrophy of three months at space making it much harder to stay in control as she fought to keep the ship’s rotation in absolute sync with the station. As little as two-degrees off and you’re vapour; even deploying an escape pod would be pointless as it would just ricochet off the edge of the letterbox entrance to the spaceport, cracking open like an egg as the rest of the ship exploded about your ears.
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